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Science Diplomacy in an Era of Technological Disruption

In an era defined by rapid technological advancements and complex global challenges, the
role of science and diplomacy has never been more crucial. Innovations surrounding the
advent of Artificial Intelligence (Al), Quantum Computing (QC), biotechnology and other
emerging technologies have accelerated a global race for the best minds and brains. As
experienced in the recent pandemic, science is a factor that can bring nations together or pull
them further apart. International and regional collaboration and competition continues to be
shaped by national interests and global challenges that can even create bridges between
autocratic and non-autocratic states for business opportunities in alliances of scientific
convenience. International corporations of significant influence are further muddying the
waters of science diplomacy, frequently exposing a dissonance between the knowledge and
influence possessed by private sector entities and the requirements of policymakers for
establishing standards and regulations.

This initiative will bring together authors from around the world to produce a first-of-its-kind
edited volume on the evolving landscape of science diplomacy in the context of emerging
technologies, exploring the transformative potential and the inherent challenges they pose.
By bringing together leading scholars, practitioners, and policymakers from diverse
disciplines, this volume intends to build an analytical framework via a comprehensive
examination of how, and to what extent, science diplomacy can bridge the gap between
scientific progress and international cooperation. This increasing divide has become more
apparent due to disruptive technological advancements, especially in the area of Al and the
growing digital divide, and destructive global political polarization that has made scientific
joint ventures more complicated.

This volume will be divided into three key sections, each delving into distinct aspects of the
topic. The first section will develop a conceptual framework, offering an analytical entry
point and exploration of evolving definitions, scope conditions, and theoretical underpinnings
of science diplomacy in the context of new technologies and their antecedent
transformations. It will critically examine the role of diplomacy in shaping scientific agendas,
the dynamics of international collaboration in technological research and development, and
the ethical as well as normative considerations surrounding the use of new technologies in a
global and international diplomatic context.

The second section offers a range of select case studies that apply the framework
established in the first part of the edited volume to demonstrate practical realities and trends
as well as the applications of science diplomacy in various domains. These case studies will
encompass a wide range of disciplines, including but not limited to Al, QC, biotechnology,



space exploration, cybersecurity, and other emerging technologies. Through detailed analysis
of successful initiatives and challenges faced, this section aims to take stock of current
developments with the goal to identify best practices and lessons learned that inform the
intersection of science diplomacy with these new technologies and their respective domains.

The final section will act as a synthesis to explore potential consequences, future prospects
and emerging trends in science diplomacy. By presenting visionary perspectives on how it
can leverage new technologies to address pressing global issues, this part of the volume
considers emerging fields such as quantum computing, nanotechnology, and gene editing in
shaping the next era for international relations, diplomacy, and scientific cooperation.

Ultimately, this edited volume seeks to foster interdisciplinary dialogue, highlighting the
transformative power of science diplomacy in harnessing new technologies for the
betterment of humankind. By incorporating diverse perspectives and rigorous scholarship,
we aim to provide a valuable resource for scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and students
interested in understanding and advancing the field of science diplomacy.

Submission details

We welcome abstract submissions, limited to a maximum of 300 words, until March 8, 2024.
Please use the following submission form: https://www.daad.de/surveys/444557?lang=en

Abstract submissions will be reviewed by the editors and applicants will receive notice of
their submission status by April 8, 2024.

A hybrid author workshop is planned to take place on May 10, 2024 in New York in the
margins of the UN Multi-stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the
SDGs (STI Forum) in New York City.

Draft chapters are expected to be presented in-person at the FUTURE FORUM organized by
the German Center for Research and Innovation in autumn 2024 in New York (travel and
accommodation will be covered).

Chapters can be essays that offer insights via a specific case study (up to 1,000 words) or
thematic perspective (up to 3,000 words). All draft chapters will be anonymously
peer-reviewed before they can be included in the edited volume.

The deadline for submitting finalized chapters is set for January 31, 2025.

Contact

Dr. Jan Liidert, German Center for Research and Innovation (DWIH), New York City
E-mail: luedert@dwih.org
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